
#filmsthatmatter

STRATFORD Film FESTIVAL



We’re Film People
We love every aspect of making movies – from the 

inception of a great idea to the thrill of applause after an 

amazing premiere. 

Our goal is to celebrate innovative films and filmmakers 

from across the world and around the corner. 

Join us as part of an ongoing series of thought-provoking 

film events throughout the year culminating with our four-

day film festival, which showcases the latest films and hosts 

post-screening filmmaker discussions, special events, and 

nightly parties.

It’s all happening November 6-9, 2025 in the picturesque, 

culturally vibrant community of Stratford, located in the 

heart of Southwestern Ontario. 



STRATFORD  FILM  FESTIVAL
MOVIES     IDEAS    CONVERSATION

                          4 Nights  + 3 Days + 40 Films

                              Filmmaker  Q&As + Panels

                                       BEST OF FEST Awards

                                             Food + Drink + Fun





ORIGIN STORY

THE NEW 
STRATFORD FILM FESTIVAL

Originally launched in 1956 under the direction of 
Stratford’s patron saint of the Arts, Tom Patterson,  
the Stratford Film Festival was one of the very first 
events in North America to celebrate international 
film. Paused in 1961, the film festival was revived 
in 1971 and ran until 1975.

50 years later, the next-gen Stratford Film Festival 
has been reborn with a new mission.

In a world bloated with more content than context, 
SFF will stand apart from the crowd, inspiring new 
perspectives through live screenings, panel 
discussions, filmmaker Q&As and vibrant social 
gatherings.



The creative force behind the Stratford Film Festival is an award-
winning television and film production team with decades of 
experience in the entertainment industry.

Co-founder / Festival Director Megan Smith-Harris, is a Canadian 
writer, producer, director, event organizer, and magazine editor.  

Co-founder /General Manager Bill Harris, a transplanted New 
Yorker, is an acclaimed television executive, film producer, and 
university professor who specializes in film and television arts.

After meeting at Toronto’s Hot Docs Festival in 1997 and marrying 
a year later, the couple lived in the US for 20+ years returning to 
Canada in late 2021, to make Stratford their forever home.

 

SFF PRODUCTION & EVENT TEAM

MEGAN SMITH-HARRIS + BILL HARRIS

Megan and Bill are passionate about growing a vibrant local film festival and curated monthly film series 
modeled on the decade-long documentary film series and popular independent film festival they 
successfully ran together in Connecticut.



BILL HARRIS ELLEN LEWIS
SFF FESTIVAL DIRECTOR

Megan has an extensive background in film, 
television, radio, and magazines. She was 

the Festival Director of the Ridgefield 
Independent Film Festival for three years and 

ran the monthly New Perspectives 
Documentary Film Series in Wilton, CT for a 

decade. She is currently the  Managing Editor 
of  OUR HOMES Magazine 

(London + Stratford).

SFF GENERAL MANAGER
Bill is a multiple Emmy-award-winning 

producer and a former television 
executive with A&E Television Network. 

He has decades of experience in film and 
TV production. Bill was the GM of the 

Ridgefield Independent Film Festival and 
the Director of the historic Community 

Theatre in Fairfield, CT. He is an inductee 
in the Cable Mavericks Hall of Fame.

SENIOR FILM PROGRAMMER    
Ellen was the Senior Film Programmer 

for the Ridgefield Independent 
Film Festival for three years. She 

brings her broad industry perspective, 
connections, and passion for the arts to 
her role as an impactful curator of films 
and programming for the Stratford Film 

Festival and Monthly Film Series.

SFF MANAGEMENT TEAM

MEGAN SMITH-HARRIS



POWERFUL

PARTNERSHIP

Founded in 1989, members of the 

Toronto International Film Festival Circuit

 have privileged access to the best of Canadian 

and world cinema to bring directly into the heart 

of their communities. 



CLAIRE BICKLEY DAN MATHIESON
ARTIST  ENGAGEMENT

A seasoned artistic director who has helmed 
prestigious theatres both large and small 
around the globe, Don is also a dynamic, 

sought-after producer and creative consultant 
for arts and events. He helmed cultural 

organizations, government agencies, Festivals, 
and commissioned projects, with an 

unparalleled knowledge of the arts industry 
and a breadth of arts management experience 

SPONSORSHIP
Dan is a life-long advocate for the city of 

Stratford. He’s served five terms as  
Mayor while overseeing the 

phenomenal growth and success of our 
vibrant Festival City. Dan is Managing 

Director of Kari Management, a strategic 
advisory firm that provides clients with 
invaluable insight into the intersection 

of government and business. Dan is also
 CEO of Coriano Capital.

SFF CREATIVE ADVISORS

DON SHIPLEY

  

BOARD MEMBER / FESTIVAL 
PRODUCTION

For over two decades, Claire created 
current affairs and documentary content 

for CBC, TVOntario, History Television, 
Bravo, the Smithsonian Channel, the 

Oprah Network, Discovery Channel and 
CTV. She’s a former Board Member of 

The Female Eye Film Festival and
 the North American Television

 Critics Association.
.



SHEILA McCARTHY
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Alex moved from Toronto to Stratford in 
2005 after marrying her husband, Tim. 

She has extensive experience in 
advertising, art, and interior design and 

is pleased to join the Stratford Film 
Festival team as a Creative Advisor. 

SFF CREATIVE ADVISORS

ALEXANDRA QUIMBY  MACDONALD
ARTIST ENGAGMENT

Sheila is a Canadian actress and singer. She 
has worked in film, television, and on stage. 
McCarthy is one of Canada's most honoured 
actors, having won two Genie Awards (film), 
two Gemini Awards (television), an ACTRA 

Award, and two Dora Awards (theatre), 

along with multiple nominations. 

ARTIST ENGAGEMENT
ROSEMARY  DUNSMORE

An accomplished, multiple award-
winning actor and director, 

Rosemary has graced stages, 
television screens, and film venues 
across the country and around the 
world. She’s familiar for her roles 
on Orphan Black, To Catch A Killer, 

Mom PI, Three Pines, 

and many others.



PROGRAMMING FOR EVERYONE



ELIZABETH KERR
SPONSORSHIP & HOSPITALITY

Born in Stratford, Elizabeth returned 
home in 2012 after 30 years away. A 

keen cook and baker, Elizabeth 
graduated from Stratford Chefs School in 

2021 and has worked at local 
restaurants. Elizabeth is thrilled to help 

the Stratford Film Festival team and 
can’t wait to see what they create

SFF CREATIVE ADVISORS

DEANNA HORTON
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Before setting out on her career as a 

diplomat, Deanna Horton studied film as an 
undergrad at McGill University.  She is 

currently a Distinguished Fellow at the Munk 
School at the University of Toronto, serves on 

the Board of the Stratford-Perth Museum, 
volunteers at the Stratford Festival, and 

supports local arts organizations.

ANNA STRATTON
BOARD MEMBER 

An accomplished, multiple award-
winning actor and director, Rosemary 
has graced stages, television screens, 

and film venues across the country and 
around the world. She’s familiar for her 

roles on Orphan Black, To Catch A 
Killer, Mom PI, Three Pines, 

and many others.



ALIX GRICE

VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT
A lifelong educator and cinephile, Angie 
is known for bringing her creative ideas 
to life. She has deep roots in restorative 

justice and mediation. Angie has 
traveled the world in search of great 
movies and is excited to be part of a 

team bringing some of the best of them 
to the Stratford Film Festival. 

PROJECT CONSULTANT
A senior lawyer with extensive 
experience in ICT, outsourcing, 

telecommunications, regulations, 
compliance, trade sanctions, corporate 
governance, corporate technology, legal 
transformation and IP, in a variety of in-

house and law firm roles in 
North America, Asia Pacific, the 

Middle East and Africa.

SFF CREATIVE ADVISORS

ANGIE DORNAI WENDY WILKINSON
COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Wendy's creative perspective 
blends community 

knowledge, connections and 
family history with her career 

background in fashion and 
interior design, costuming, 

teaching and entrepreneurship.



OUR AUDIENCE
ENGAGED | EDUCATED | CULTURALLY AWARE 

Stratford is one of the most culturally dynamic destinations in Ontario – 
a magnet for theatre, music, and art fans. 

The Stratford Film Festival will fill the missing cinematic puzzle piece, 
providing the perfect complement to other arts attractions in our area. 

Taking advantage of the city’s walkability, SFF screenings and events 
take place in local theatres, event venues, galleries, restaurants, and 
specialty shops in the heart of 5he downtown core.

Our inaugural season will launch in November 2024 with monthly 
screenings and events with other non-profit partners. The four-day film 
festival premieres November 6-9, 2025. 

SFF has already atttracted over 2500  film lovers from 50 different 
communities including surrounding cities and towns, major urban hubs 
such as Toronto, Kitchener/Waterloo, and London, and visitors from 
Europe and the USA.



AWARD-WINNING FILMS



FILMS THAT INSPIRE



SFF 

BEST OF FEST 

AWARDS
NARRATIVE FEATURE

DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

ANIMATED FEATURE

BEST CANADIAN FILM (feature or short)

BEST ENVIRONMENTAL FILM  (feature or short)

SCIENCE / TECHNOLOGY  FILM (feature or short)

BEST OF FEST

AUDIENCE FAVOURITE

NARRATIVE SHORT

DOCUMENTARY SHORT

ANIMATED SHORT



LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS

LITTLE PRINCE 
MICRO CINEMA

ANCY 
CAMPBELL 
ACADEMY

STRATFORD 

MIDDLE 

SCHOL

STRATFORD 

CITY HALL

AUDITORIUM

HERE FOR NOW

THETRE

COMPANY

The Stratford Film Festival is committed to partnering with other arts and 
non-profit organizations to inspire, educate, and entertain audiences.  We have 
already successfully collaborated with Lights on Stratford, The Bruce Hotel, 
SpringWorks Festival, the Stratford Festival and Destination Stratford. 

SFF is in discussions with United Way Perth Huron, Provocation Ideas Festival, 
Gallery Stratford, the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW), and 
Stratford Perth Museum about working together to program rich, relevant 
programming related to each organization’s areas of interest.

We are forging relationships with the University of Waterloo, Nancy Campbell 
Academy, Stratford District Secondary School, St. Michael Secondary School and 
Stratford Public Library.
 
We have already raised funds for the Emily Murphy Centre, ShelterLink for Youth, 
and Stratford House of Blessings. At our May screening, we will be raising funds for 
Out of the Ashes, a local animal rescue. group



AUDIENCE RAVES 

impossible becomes the possible! A 
wonderful, auspicious evening to set 
the right tone and confirm the 
direction of the Festival. One was left 
impressed by the attention to detail.

—Don Shipley, Arts Consultant

“From the trailer to the final credits, it was clear that the Stratford Film Festival would be 
curated and managed by seasoned veteran filmmakers.  Thanks for bringing us such an 
entertaining mix of shorts, from around the world and close to home.  I can’t wait to see 
what’s in store for future film nights.”
                                                                                                     —Michele Boniface, Off The Wall

“Loved, loved, loved the initial screening event 
of the new Stratford Film Festival, as well as 
the extra films that were shown on the 
weekend. They were all so inspiring, as is the 
tremendous amount of work and goodwill 
that went into getting this festival up and 
running. Congratulations! It was wonderful. 
How lucky we are to have this festival and film 
series here in Stratford. 
                    —Alexandra MacDonald, Designer   

“Congratulations! All so wonderful and I 
laud all the work it takes to get anything 
done, let alone well. Fabulous!”

—Eileen Smith, SpringWorks Festival



It was a wonderful event this evening.  The films were captivating and the audience was 
very enthusiastic.  Congratulations on the launch.  I know people are keen for further events, 
which shows how successful you have been.               
                                                                                 — Mark Rosenfeld, Provocations Idea Festival

Films were FABULOUS - varied, interesting, local, fresh, perfection. The evening was super 
professional and stylish, but at the same time homey and welcoming — very personable 
and approachable. The film festival ball is rolling. Thanks for your wonderful contribution 
to the community.
                                                                                     —Rosemary Dunsmore, Actor & Director

Congratulations on an outstanding screening 
today. We were so impressed with what you 
programmed and loved every film!
—Thomas Howlett, Stratford Resident

We were impressed with everything: the introductions, the venue, and especially the films. 
This festival is going to be very successful!
                                                                                                              —Maria Soulis, Opera Singer

Congratulations to Stratford Film Festival for a spectacular debut presentation of 
thought-provoking, hilarious, and deeply moving short films. I greatly appreciated that 
the selection of films was from a wide variety of countries and displayed a range of 
expert filmmaking techniques from brilliant writing, audio, and acting to stunning 
camera work and CGI animation.  Thank You!  I look forward to many more.
                                                                                —Chris St. Lawrence, Film/Television Editor

AUDIENCE RAVES

After attending the inaugural screening 
for the Stratford Film Festival I left 
completely exhilarated and thoroughly 
entertained by the incredible short films 
presented that evening! What a fabulous 
new venture. Stratford and beyond will 
reap the rewards of this new 
entertainment venue! I personally can’t 
wait to see more!
—Lisa Hyde, Co-owner Hyde Construction



FILM FESTIVAL +

MONTHLY SCREENINGS

2025

Since launching in November 2024, the Stratford Film Festival + Monthly Film 
Series has hosted 26 successful film screenings, and the best is yet to come. The 
annual four-day film festival will take place during the second weekend of 
November and will become a welcome addition to the cultural calendar of events 
in Festival City. 

SFF provides the perfect promotional complement to local attractions and 
businesses, providing ample opportunities for attendees to patronize Stratford 
restaurants, bars, B&Bs, hotels, shops, boutiques, businesses, and galleries.

With a wide portfolio of celebrated films and special events scheduled in addition 
to high-profile guests, including filmmakers, actors, screenwriters, and key 
creatives, SFF will be a magnet for film-loving audiences. 



SPONSORSHIP

Support, Sponsor or Underwrite the
STRATFORD FILM FESTIVAL +  MONTHLY FILM SERIES

Sponsorship Packages are customized to align  with your 
organization’s interests, enhance community engagement, 

and promote your brand.

UNDERWRITER
SFF PARTNER

SCREENING HOST
PARTY/EVENT HOST

INDIVIDUAL FILM SPONSOR
SPONSOR A STUDENT GROUP

SPONSOR A FILMMAKER
SPONSOR A FILM AWARD

 Receive various SFF perks which can include free tickets, 
VIP Passes, and access to exclusive events throughout the year 

and/or  during the annual  Stratford Film Festival.



SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

SFF MOVIE MOGUL 
Strategic Partner/Underwriter

($10,000 - $15,000)

SFF EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Festival Sponsorship

($5,000 - $7,500)

SFF DIRECTOR
Screening Host

($2,500 - $4,000)

SFF STAR
Community Sponsor

($1,000 - $2000)

SFF GUEST STAR
($500 - $999)



ENGAGE  |  CAPTIVATE  | INSPIRE 

Films have the power to touch our hearts, 
lift our spirits, and open our minds.

Today, fostering empathy, diversity, and 
unity is more important than ever. 

Help us showcase meaningful films 
that will inspire those in our

 community and beyond. 



LET’S WORK 
TOGETHER
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

or to receive a sponsorship proposal
customized to your needs, 

please contact 

Megan Smith-Harris
SFF Executive Director

 megan@stratfordfilmfestival.com

519.857.3835 (CA)   |   203-423-9044 (US)
 

SFF is a Non-Profit Ontario Corporation (1000975374)
StratfordFilmFestival.com

mailto:megan@stratfordfilmfestival.ca


STRATFORD FILM FESTIVAL

1
Ongoing Monthly Film  Screenings

+
4-Day Film Festival 
NOVEMBER 2025

YR
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